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La Banda

S Years of Water, Health Care and Sanitation Change Village Life

By Pennye Nixon, Founder and Director of Operations and Finance

A series of eight small villages emerge as you cut through the sugar cane

fields in rural Bolivia. 1,100 people or 214 families populate this area
referred to as La Banda. There are no formal roads into the villages, which
just sit in the middle of the
sugar cane fields. During
the dry season, one may
enter by driving across the
river, or in the rainy
season through the rough
passages through the
fields. One can hardly call
them roads. A good deal of
the year, both ways are
impassable even with a

- | 4-wheel-drive vehicle.

Spanish is the official
language, but some com-
munity members also
speak their indigenous
languages such as
Quechua, Guarani or Ay-
mara. Homes in La Banda
are constructed mainly out of
rustic materials that are easy to access at little to no cost. Most are mud
walls with thatched leaf roofs. Almost all homes consist of one room shared

Imagine your community with no clean water,
no sanitation and no medical care available.

by the entire family.

In 2009, we were asked to help the final four of these villages
acquire access to potable water. We did so. In 2010, we worked
with schools and community leaders to create school gardens to
improve nutrition, and we trained youth and adults in leadership
skills. This included helping villagers understand their rights to
direct their POAs (allotted governmental money) to projects that
would most benefit the whole community. Also in 2010, the vil-
lages approached us hoping to create greater community access to
health care. Our Health Promoter program began in these eight
villages, so after three years of training, each village now has its
own small health-care system.

Not quite done -- as clean water became available and with health
promoters educating the community, recognition of poor health
causes grew. Another piece of critical infrastructure leading to
clean sanitation was imperative. In 2011 we began constructing
Ecological Composting latrines in each village.

Our goal was to leave all the villages in this region with clean
water systems, trained water committees, health promoters and
medicines available in each village, and finally a viable sanitation
system by 2015. We are proud to say, “Mission Accomplished!”
Each village community has clean water and at least two health
promoters, and 159 out of the estimated 214 families have
Ecological Composting Latrines. Continued on page 2

And the Legacy Lives On...

ing and caring continues to inspire Etta Projects’
humanitarian work with some of the poorest
people on Earth.

Etta Projects is a 501¢(3) nonprofit organization, Every day we ask ourselves, “What would Etta do?” She would

created to honor the life and legacy of Etta most assuredly harness resources and collaborative partners to
Turner. Although Etta Turner’s young life ended engage vulnerable and remote village residents to find sustainable
tragically in November 2002, her legacy of lov- solutions to their health, education and economic challenges.

To continue this important work we need project specific and
operating funds. Please join us in our journey to create sustainable
solutions to poverty in communities in Bolivia.




